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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 140409 
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TAGS: EFIS, SENV, IWC-1 

SUBJECT: AGENDA FOR 30TH ANNUAL MEETING OF THE INTERNA- 
TIONAL WHALING COMMISSION, JUNE 26 - 30, LONDON 

1 . WE HAVE RECENTLY RECEIVED SUBJECT AGENDA AND NOTE THAT 
PANAMA HAS PLACED ON THE AGENDA TWO PROPOSALS RELATING 
TO A MORATORIUM ON WHALING-(l) 10- YEAR MORATORIUM ON 
PELAGIC WHALING AND, (2) 10- YEAR MORATORIUM ON ALL NON- 
PELAGIC WHALING, EXCLUDING ABORIGINAL WHALING FOR 
SCIENTIFIC PURPOSES. TAKEN TOGETHER, THESE TWO PROPOSALS 
ARE EQUIVALENT TO A 10- YEAR MORATORIUM ON COMMERCIAL 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 140409 

WHALING WHICH THE U.S. HAS SUPPORTED SINCE 1972. 

2. USG IS CONCERNED THAT THESE PROPOSALS HAVE BEEN 
PLACED ON IWC AGENDA AT A TIME WHEN VOTE WOULD LIKELY 
BE HEAVILY AGAINST THE MORATORIUM. SUCH A LOSS COULD 
ADVERSELY IMPACT THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE MORATORIUM AS A 
BEHIND-THE-SCENES LEVER, THREAT OF WHICH CAN BE USED TO 
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GAIN STRONG CONSERVATION MEASURES AND LIMITED QUOTAS UNDER 
THE PRESENT NEW MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE. SERIOUS DEFEAT 
COULD BE EMBARRASSING TO PROPOSALS' PROPONENTS AND MIGHT 
IMPACT ON ABILITY OF PANAMA AND U.S. TO SEEK SUPPORT FOR 
OTHER CONSERVATION MEASURES DURING THIS MEETING OF IWC. 

3. ACTION REQUESTED: WOULD APPRECIATE EMBASSY'S 
SOLICITING GOP REACTIONS TO FOREGOING POINTS AND ANY 
ADDITIONAL INSIGHTS PANAMANIANS MIGHT BE ABLE TO OFFER AS 
TO THEIR STRATEGY IN PROPOSING THAT MORATORIUM BE PUT 
TO VOTE AT THIS TIME, INCLUDING HOW TO DEAL WITH POSSIBLE 
IMPACT ON OTHER CRITICAL CONSERVATION ISSUES WITHIN 
COMMISSION OF LOSING VOTE ON MORATORIUM PROPOSALS. USG 
SHARES THEIR SUPPORT OF 10- YEAR MORATORIUM ON COMMERCIAL 
WHALING AND EMBASSY SHOULD NOTE USG APPRECIATION OF GOP 
SUPPORT OF STRONG CONSERVATION MEASURES. THEREFORE, WE 
WANT TO COOPERATE AS CLOSELY AS POSSIBLE WITH GOP IN 
PURSUING OUR MUTUAL OVERALL GOAL OF STRENGTHENING IWC 
WHALE PROTECTION MEASURES AND WANT TO BE CERTAIN WE HAVE 
FULLEST POSSIBLE APPRECIATION OF THEIR CURRENT THINKING. 
CHRISTOPHER 
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